
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statemenl 2025126

We acknowledge as the members of:

lu1 '""tcl{ iloOr-6 FAcrspt ccuxlrrL
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published w1h the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of ihe authority on:

r o/o6f TozG
and recorded as minute reference:

Itr-.r \ O c

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

R*EA*tj
.uK

Clerk
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1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal conkol
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper anangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

duing the year gave all persons interested the oppoftun$ to
inspect and ask questions about this authoity's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of intemal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered'and documented the financial and other n'sks lt
faces and deaft with them propedy.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

ananged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of thr's sm aller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports ftom intemal and external audit. l-/ responded to matters brought to its attention by intemal and

extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everything rt should have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking place afrer the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharq€d our accountability

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, rf rs a sole managing trustee of a local
frusl or trusls.

responsibilities for the fund{s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective lT
and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable arrangements for its lT and data
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.
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Seetion 2 - Accounting Statemen$ 2A25126 for
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11, Do the figures in the accounting
statemenb above exdude any Trust
tansac'tions?

I forguiaane rcferlothe Prcclitionerc'Guideectbns 2.31 to 2.33.
I

t certiff that for the year erded 31 March 2026 the
Accounting Statements in thisAnnud Goremance and
Accountability Retum have been prepared on eithera
receipts and payments or incorne and otpenditure basis
fdlouving the guidance in Govemance and Amuntabil'rty for
Smaller Auftorfies - a Pracffiioners'Guide to Pmper
Pmctices and present faidy the financial position of this
auEnrity.

Slgned by Responslble Flnandal Officarbefiore being
presenEd to tlre approval,

Date Oq 1 oulLoz-6

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this auttmrity on this dab:

tr-,S\N\oD
\8,- lD \.

Signed by Chair of the meetiqg where the
Accounting Statements were approved

32, 10 ) 5L ,46L
Total balanes and reseles at the beginning af the yaar
as recorded in the fmancial records. Value must agree
ta Box 7 of previous year.

?r53o L6,a?O
Total amouril of precefi (orfor lD8s rutes aN levi*)
received or rcceivable in the year. Exdude any grants
reeived.

3. {+) Total other receipts

5,L{tg g, 101
Total itwme or reeipts as reoorded in fie casfiDoolr less
the precept or rutas/levies received (line 2). lndude any
gnntsrccsived"

4. {-) Statrmsts

Q, 6?5 5,4 06
Total expenditure orpagents nade to and on Mhalf
of dl amfroyees. Indude gross salaies aN wages,
emplolpts Nl rcntibutions, employerc pension
c'lointibutforas, gratuities and #vercnce Wl;lments.
Tafal expnditure or paymenb of apilal and interc st
made during the War on tre auffiorfi|s bonowings (if any).

6. (-)All other payments

tE, t&?
Total expenditure ar payrnants as rccordad ln ffe cash-
Doo/<Iess statrcosfs(the 4) ard loern intercs/capilal

3 j-, {+bL 35,061
Tolal balanes and rcwrues atthe end of the year.
mus{egua, (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)-

8. Total value of cash and
shori term investments 3L,46L 3 5, os?

The sum of all cunent and dapasit bank accounts, cash
hodings and dlralfi tarm inve*nents hed as d 31 March -
To agueewlfrt Dank rwmfliefioa.

9, Total fixed assets plus
long term investonents
and assefs 3g/ /J,88 4 0, 381

The value af all the prqerty the authority owns- ft is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term inve*nents as at
31 March.

10. Total bonowings c o The outstanding capital belance as at 31 March of all loans
ftomthird rerties (induding PWLB).
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025126
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During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025126 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. V

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

't/

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and
VAT appropriately accounted for. f

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. "r/
Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the conect accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

J.
/

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024125, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick "not covered")

{

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant leqislation.

M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period,
were public rights in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates sef,).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024125 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Nofes).

,vl
O. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data

compliance. V
P. (For local councils only)

Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. tr/"
For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken

oi* C L -Lo'.LL
Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit

Name of person who carried out the internal audit

AA,IANCA PrteT.rri q, c,--Nj

u.,&{lu't",,t]f,l,n'- Date {)l - oQ',k:Zk>
"lf the response is 'no'please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add
separate sheets if needed).

'*Note: tf the response is 'not covered' please state when the rnost recent intemal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned; or,
if coverage is not required, the annual intemal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Addendum to Much Hoole Parish Council Annua[ Audit Report AGAR Submission
2025126.

The lnternaL Auditor's response as'Not Covered" for item F, is due to the fact that the
Parish Councit, does not make or receive cash payments - as is good practice; and, as
per the lnternal Auditor's Report, "The Council does not operate any form of petty cash
process and therefore cash procedures were not reviewed.'.

Paut Cafferkey-Acting Clerkto Much Hoote Parish Councit- 24lune2026.
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